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Electric Giin, 
Untraceable 

Poison Pellets 

: a, M''& 

By George Lardner Jr. 

WMhhwton Port Bta« Writer 

The Central; intelligence 
Agency spent:, some $3 mil- 
lion on a :seq:^ti.jStockpile 
of de^dl^ poisons andcom- 
panion weaponry such,' as a 
dart guix that cojild ifll its 
victims without ileavihg a 
trace, CIA Director ^Wil- 

Testifying calmly In lecture- 
haU tones, Colby told the 
Senate . Intelligence i commit- 
tee that middle-level, CIA oft 
ficials improperly stored away 
some of, the most deadly toxin 
in 1970 in defiance of an or- 
der by iPresldept Nixon that, 
such materials be- destroyed, j 
’fop officials of 1 the CiA : dis-‘ 
i covered the * forbidden : - cache 
in an apparently 'long-neglect- 
ed vault earlier. tills ^year.^ 
The arsenal included ; not 
only deadly shellfish toxin re- 
portedly .capable ,of,, kilting 
“hundreds of : 1 thousands” of 
people, but" also ptryehnine, 
cobra venonv 'cyanide pills 
and other “exotic compounds 
such as 10 pounds of “BZ,” a 
chemical that attacks the cen- 
tral 

Several dart giini were also 
found, Including a 145 caliber- 

^^^^^^vpoisdn pellets 
that wmil^ dissplve in a vic- 
tim before*^ 

OneCIA memo made public 
by the Senate committee de- 
scribed the -gttn as “a " nom 
discernible microbioinocula- 
tor” that could fire accurately 
at ranges up to 250 feet Tiny, 
pellets that could earry,a t halt’ 



milligram of poison and “cap- 
able of being used in a noise- 
free disseminator” such as the 
dart gun had also been devel- 
oped, the October,' 1967, 
memo declared. ' 

The same document dis- 
closed a "vulnerability” study 
of the (New York City sub- 
way system to determine “the 
threat of infection to subway 
passengers” in a covert bio- 
ogical attack. •■*/.££ ’.«•'*«? 

The memo, addressed to the 
chief of the eiA’s technical 
services division, - added tbit : 
the vulnerability study prod- 
uced information about “meth- 
ods of delivery .which could 
be used offensively.” : 

At one , point ,) during his 
testimony, Colby said some 
of the CIA’s; secret, records 
on. the, development - of the 
poisons and incapacitating 
agents— -known as Project 

Naomi — had been destroyed 
in November, -1972. He also 
said there was a memorandum 
of agreement reflecting the 
destruction of those: records 
between then-CIA Director 
Richard Brims and the 'chief 
of the technical services divi- 
sion, Sidney GotJUeb. 4 

CIA special counsel Mitchell 
Rogovin said ’ later, however, 
that Colby “misspoke.” Rogo- 
vin said - there was < no such 
memorandum and, .that “we 
have no reason to believe” 
that any records' on Project 
Naomi were destroyed. 

Committee investigators ap- 
parently ..-remain “skeptical. 
“We have evidence ;‘that there 
are .memos whiph. 'one would 
think should 'exist but which 
no longer exist,” the commit- 
tee’s chief Counsel, Fritz 
1 Schwarz, told reporters, 

Gottlieb, according to Rock- 
efeller Commission sources, 
was responsible for' the de- 
struction of CIA drug-testing 
records, including the adminis- 
tration of LSD to unwitting 

t ......See CIA, A15, CoLS 
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